Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A passenger vehicle, including: 
a body having a longitudinal axis; [[and]] 

an expansion portion connected to the body and configured to move substantially 
along the longitudinal axis between a retracted position wherein the body and the expansion 
portion define a first volume of interior space, and an extended position wherein the body and 
the expansion portion define a second volume of interior space, the second volume being 
larger than the first volume ; and 

a first seat supported by the body . 

2. (Original) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the body includes a pair of rear panels, 
a roof extending between the rear panels, and a floor extending between the rear panels, and 
the expansion portion includes a rear wall, a pair of side walls, an upper wall extending 
between the side walls, and a lower wall extending between the side walls. 

3. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the upper wall is positioned below the 
roof, the lower wall is positioned above the floor, and the side walls are positioned between 
the rear panels when the expansion portion is in the retracted position. 

4. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the upper wall is positioned above the 
roof, the lower wall is positioned above the floor, and the side walls are positioned outside 
the rear panels when the expansion portion is in the retracted position. 

5. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the roof includes a outer shell and an 
inner shell, and the side panels each include an outer panel and an inner panel, the upper wall 
being positioned between the outer shell and the inner shell, and each side wall being 
positioned between an outer panel and an inner panel of a rear panel when the expansion 
portion is in the retracted position. 

6. (Original) The vehicle of claim 5, the expansion portion further including a flange 
extending along the side walls and the upper wall, the flange engaging a first surface of the 
vehicle to seal the first volume when the expansion portion is in the retracted position and a 
second surface of the vehicle to seal the second volume when the expansion portion is in the 
extended position. 

7. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the roof, the rear panels, and the floor 
define an edge that extends substantially around an opening, the rear wall including a 
perimeter that engages the edge when the expansion portion is in the retracted position. 

8. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the rear wall includes a lift gate door 
having a hatch window. 



9-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein each rear panel includes a window 
and each side wall includes a side window, each side window being substantially aligned 
with a portion of a rear panel window when the expansion portion is in the retracted position. 

13. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein each rear panel includes an inner 
perimeter seal and an outer perimeter seal, and each side wall includes an inner engagement 
surface and an outer engagement surface, the inner engagement surfaces engaging the inner 
perimeter seals when the expansion portion is in the retracted position and the outer 
engagement surfaces engaging the outer perimeter seals when the expansion portion is in the 
extended position. 

14. (Original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the body further includes a pair of 
wheel wells, the lower wall extending between the wheel wells when the expansion portion is 
in the retracted position. 

15. (Currently Amended) A passenger vehicle; including: 
a body; 

an expansion portion adapted to connect to the body and configured to expand 
longitudinally between a first position defining a first volume of interior space, and a second 
position defining a second volume of interior space , the second volume being larger than the 
first volume ; and 

a first seat connected to a floor of the body, the expansion portion being movable 
relative to the first seat between the r e tract e d and e xt e nd e d first and second positions. 

16. (Original) The vehicle of claim 15, wherein the expansion portion is movable 
manually. 

17. (Original) The vehicle of claim 15, further including an actuation and support 
assembly including a housing mounted to a frame of the vehicle, a bracket connected to the 
expansion portion, and a movable member connected between the housing and the bracket, 
the movable member being movable relative to the housing to move the expansion portion 
between the retracted and the extended positions. 

18. (Original) The vehicle of claim 17, wherein the movable member is supported 
for movement within the housing. 

19. (Original) The vehicle of claim 17, wherein the assembly is mounted below the 
expansion portion. 

20. (Currently Amended) An e xpan s ion a s s e mbly for a vehicle, including: 
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an expansion portion configur e d to conn e ct to a body of the v e hicl e and movabl e 
longitudinally between a retract e d position d e fining a first interior spac e and an expanded 
position defining a s e cond int e rior spac e , and The vehicle of claim L further including a 
plurality of actuation and support assemblies, each assembly including a housing configured 
for mounting to the body, a bracket connected to the expansion portion, and a movable 
member connected between the housing and the bracket, the movable member being movable 
relative to the housing to move the expansion portion between the retracted and the extended 
positions. 

21 . (Original) The vehicle of claim 20, wherein the housings of a first pair of 
assemblies are mounted substantially within a first rear panel of the body, and the housings of 
a second pair of assemblies are mounted substantially within a second rear panel of the body. 

22. (Original) The vehicle of claim 21, wherein a portion of the movable members of 
the first pair of assemblies are mounted substantially within a first side wall of the expansion 
portion and a portion of the movable members of the second pair of assemblies are mounted 
substantially within a second side wall of the expansion portion. 

23. (Original) The vehicle of claim 21, wherein one assembly of each of the first and 
the second pairs of assemblies is mounted in substantially parallel relationship to the 
longitudinal axis approximately half way between a floor of the body and a roof of the body. 

24. (Original) The vehicle of claim 20, wherein the housing of a first assembly is 
mounted substantially within a first rear panel of the body, the housing of a second assembly 
is mounted substantially within a second rear panel of the body, a portion of the movable 
member of the first assembly is mounted substantially within a first side wall of the 
expansion portion, and a portion of the movable member of the second assembly is mounted 
substantially within a second side wall of the expansion portion. 

25. (Currently Amended) The vehicle of claim 1, furth e r including a wherein the 
first seat is connected to a lower wall of the expansion portion and further including a second 
seat connected to a floor of the body, the first seat being spaced apart from the second seat by 
a first distance when the expansion portion is in the retracted position and by a second 
distance that is larger than the first distance when the expansion portion is in the extended 
position. 

26. (Original) The vehicle of claim 25, wherein the first seat and the second seat are 
configured to face one another. 

27. (Withdrawn) The vehicle of claim 25, further including a table mounted to a rear 
panel of the vehicle for movement between a stowed position wherein the table is 
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substantially parallel to the rear panel and an in-use position wherein the table is supported at 
an angle relative to the rear panel. 

28. (Withdrawn) The vehicle of claim 25, wherein the first seat includes a back, the 
first seat being connected to the lower wall such that the back is substantially adjacent a rear 
wall of the expansion portion. 

29. (Original) The vehicle of claim 25, wherein the first seat and the second seat are 
configured to face away from one another. 

30-35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) The vehicle of claim 1, furth e r including a wherein the 
first seat is connected to a floor of the body, and further including a second seat connected to 
a lower wall of the expansion portion behind the first seat, and a third seat connected to the 
lower wall of the expansion portion behind the second seat, the second seat and the third seat 
being movable toward and away from the first seat as the expansion portion is moved 
between the retracted position and the extended position. 

37. (Original) The vehicle of claim 36, further including a table mounted to the first 
seat for movement between a stowed position wherein the table is substantially parallel to a 
back of the first seat and an in-use position wherein the table is supported at an angle relative 
to the back. 

38. (Withdrawn) The vehicle of claim 36, further including a fourth seat connected 
to the lower wall of the expansion portion behind the third seat. 

39. (Withdrawn) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the vehicle is a pick-up truck with 
a bed having a cargo area, the expansion portion moving toward and away from a rear end of 
the bed during movement between the extended position and the retracted position, 
respectively. 

40. (Withdrawn) The vehicle of claim 39, wherein the expansion portion reduces the 
cargo area of the bed when in the extended position. 

41. (Withdrawn) The vehicle of claim 39, wherein the expansion portion includes a 
lower wall that is substantially planar with an upper edge of the bed 

42. (New) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the seat is coupled to a floor of the body 
and the expansion portion moves relative to the seat. 

43. (New) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the seat is coupled to the expansion 
portion and moves along with the expansion portion. 

44. (New) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the first seat is connected to a floor of the 
body, and further including a plurality of longitudinally spaced seats connected to a lower 
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wall of the expansion portion behind the first seat, the plurality of longitudinally spaced seats 
being movable toward and away from the first seat as the expansion portion is moved 
between the retracted position and the extended position. 

45. (New) The vehicle of claim 44, further including a table supported by the body, 
the plurality of longitudinally spaced seats being movable toward and away from the table as 
the expansion portion is moved between the retracted position and the extended position. 

46. (New) The vehicle of claim 45, wherein the plurality of longitudinally spaced 
seats includes a second seat and a third seat longitudinally spaced apart from the second seat, 
a distance between the second seat and the third seat remains substantially fixed as the 
expansion portion is moved between the retracted position and the extended position. 

47. (New) The vehicle of claim 45, wherein the table is moveable between a stowed 
position wherein the table is substantially parallel to a back of the first seat and an in-use 
position wherein the table is supported at an angle relative to the back of the first seat. 

48 (New) The vehicle of claim 47, wherein the table is coupled to the back of the 
first seat. 

49. (New) The vehicle of claim 45, wherein the table includes a support which is 
collapsible placing the table in a stowed position and is extendable placing the table in an in- 
use position. 

50 (New) The vehicle of claim 49, wherein the table includes a table top pivotally 
coupled to the back of the first seat. 
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